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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAM-01 CU-04 ACDA-19 IO-14 OMB-01 DRC-01 /132W 

073724 

P R 060009Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2372 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 894 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, US 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRESS INTEREST IN ROK 

1. THIS WEEK WE HAVE CORRESPONDENTS FROM NEW YORK TIMES, NEWSWEEK, 
WASHINGTON POST AND CHICAGO DAILY NEWS IN TOWN. ALL ARE VETERAN 
KOREAN WATCHERS. IT IS QUITE OBVIOUS THEY ARE GOING TO BE PROVID- 
ING A STEADY FLOW OF ANTI-ROKG REPORTING. WE KNOW SOME WILL WAIT 
TO LEAVE SEOUL BEFORE FILING IN ORDER TO AVOID RESTRICTIONS UNDER 
EMERGENCY MEASURES BUT THERE IS POSSIBILITY SOME WILL TEST GOVERN- 
MENT'S WILL TO RETALIATE AGAINST AMERICAN REPORTERS. GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS EARLIER EXPRESSED INTENTION OF TREATING AMERICAN NEWS- 
MEN WITH CAUTION IN THIS REGARD AS COMPARED WITH JAPANESE CORR- 
ESPONDENTS WHO ARE UNDER CLOSE SURVEILLANCE AND HAVE BEEN EXTRE- 
MELY SUBDUED IN RECENT REPORTING. HOWEVER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
HAVE NOT GIVEN U.S. CORRESPONDENTS EXPLICIT EXEMPTION FROM PROVI- 
ISONS OF EMERGENCY MEASURES. 

2. IN ADDITION TO STRONG CRITICISM PARK REGIME'S METHODS AND 
UNFAVORABLE ANALYSIS OF INTERNAL SITUATION WE EXPECT PRESS 
INCREASINGLY TO CRITICIZE AND TO QUESTION RATIONALE FOR U.S. 

SUPPORT OF THIS GOVERNMENT. EMBASSY IS REFRAINING FROM ANY ON THE 
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RECORD COMMENT AND IS RESPONDING TO NEWSMEN'S QUESTIONS OF 
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FACTUAL MATTERS ON BACKGROUND ONLY. WE BELIEVE SUDDEN INFLUX OF 
THESE KEY REPORTERS IS COINCIDENTAL BUT THEY HAVE OBVIOUSLY BEEN 
ALTERTED TO POTENTIAL FOR TROUBLE, EXPECT ALLY WHEN STUDENTS 
RETURN TO CAMPUS AND ARE SURVEYING THE SITUATION IN PREPARATION. 

THEY ARE ALSO AWARE OF CONFLICTS THAT EXIST BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY AND THE GOVERNMENT AND WILL FOCUS ON THIS ASPECT OF 
OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT. ALL IN ALL WE CAN EXPECT REPORTING 
HIGHLY UNFAVORABLE TO PRESENT INTERNAL POLICIES OF ROKG. 

HABIB 
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